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About Mountain Forum
The Mountain Forum is a global network of networks
promoting equitable and ecologically sustainable mountain
development through information sharing, mutual support,
awareness raising and advocacy.
It is composed of Regional Networks in the Asia Pacific
Region, Europe, Africa, Latin America and North America
and is facilitated by the Mountain Forum Secretariat.
Membership in the Mountain Forum is open to individuals
and organizations concerned with sustainable mountain
development. The Mountain Forum encompasses over 3,500
members from civil society, government, international,
research organizations and development agencies.
Information Sharing
To strengthen and support the members, the Mountain
Forum facilitates sharing of information, experiences and
lessons learnt. It uses a mix of modern and traditional
means of communication. Its electronic information
services include global, regional and thematic discussion
lists, focused e-conferencing, calendar of events and online
resources of mountain related documents, experts and
organizations. In addition, information is shared off-line as
well in the form of publications and face-to-face
interaction.
Mutual Support
The Mountain Forum supports networking and partnership
building across cultures and borders. It provides technical
support to the Regional Networks. It fosters interaction and
strategic alliances between key players in sustainable
mountain development to help raise the profile of the
Mountain Agenda (Chapter 13 of Agenda 21) at the most
appropriate level.
Awareness Raising
The Mountain Forum alerts its members to emerging issues
and solutions across the mountain world, like effects of
mining, impacts of climate change on the environment and
livelihoods, water, biodiversity and deforestation. It tries
to engage members in dialogues to address and find
solutions.
Advocacy
The Mountain Forum supports its members to place
mountain issues on the agendas of local and national
decision makers, donor agencies, and international
organizations. This is done by mobilizing membership input
and catalyzing strategic policy dialogues. It also provides
support to members in:
• improving communication between mountain
communities and decision makers;
• convening regional, and global workshops and task
forces on important mountain issues;
• encouraging the formation of mountain caucuses of
stakeholders and decision makers;
• building mountain constituencies.
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Foreword
Dear friends and interested partners,
It is my pleasure to present the 2007 Annual Report of the Mountain Forum, the global
information and communication network of networks for Sustainable Mountain Development
(SMD).
The year 2007 was a year of progress, change and increased collaboration between the
networks. As an information and communication network on SMD, it has a focus on the key
values of mountains as major sources of water and biodiversity, but also includes empowering
local communities to enhance their livelihoods in mountainous areas. It is useful to recall that
mountain areas are generally marginalised in terms of geophysical resources and political clout.
In addition, they are adversely affected by climate change and therefore, strategies to link
people and mountains and development of the capacity of mountain people deserves
continued, if not increased attention in the coming years. The Mountain Forum is set up to
support these goals and this report highlights of the achievements and developments in 2007.
Progress and concerns
Progress was made in bringing together and disseminating information from the various regions
and stakeholders.
The usage of the website and its associated services such as the Online Library attracted over
100,000 people per month.
The Mountain Forum Bulletins in June and December focused on Climate Change and benefited
from rich contributions by a wide range of organisations. This included researchers,
policymakers and implementing NGOs in the various part of the world. Research-oriented
information was shared as well as practical information about projects and initiatives of
mountain people were highlighted.
The membership of the Mountain Forum now is over 3,000 individuals and 400 organisations
from over 125 countries globally. Whereas this exemplifies the clear interest and function of
the Mountain Forum, there is a scope to further increase and include more actors in the SMD
process.
The progress of the African Regional Network was not as expected. As a temporary measure,
relocation of the Node from ICRAF-Uganda to ILRI-Ethiopia was agreed. The inclusion of African
stakeholders in addressing the needs for sustainable mountain development is an area that
needs attention.
Interaction, partnership and services
Various fruitful interactions with stakeholders took place.
The meeting of the Mountain Forum Board and Nodes of the Regional networks in Kathmandu
provided an opportunity to sharpen the way forward, address concerns and elaborate practical
interaction between the regions.
Together with the Global Mountain Program (GMP), a workshop was held on strengthening social
networking and improving access to information by mountain communities for improving
livelihood conditions. It touched upon linkages of mountain communities with migrants which
are valuable to support livelihoods and innovation, as well as preserving traditions and culture.
In the framework of the collaboration with the Mountain Partnership, studies on broadband
internet connectivity in selected countries (Nepal and Romania) were carried out. They aimed
to address the critical issue of digital exclusion of mountain people which deserves continued
attention.
An agreement was reached to carry out a joint "Who is who" exercise. It reflects the wish of
the Board and other parties to enhance synergies between SMD actors in the various regions and
thematic areas. The exercise is coordinated by the Mountain Forum Secretariat and carried
out with the Regional Networks. It is an example of a strategic task the Mountain Forum has
taken up in supporting synergies and interaction.
An example of how the Mountain Forum can support policy making was the e-consultation
organised by the Mountain Forum Secretariat together with the FAO Sustainable Agriculture
and Rural Development in Mountain Regions (SARD-M) project. The consultation was held in
preparation of the 3rd meeting of the Adelboden Group and yielded recommendations for
improved policies and follow-up actions.
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The Mountain Forum Secretariat also coordinated with the
Regional Networks: the Mountain Forum inputs to the UN
General Assembly ‘Draft Resolution on Sustainable Mountain
Development’, thereby contributing to profiling the
international mountain agenda.
Interaction and dialogues with other networks and programs
took place. The Mountain Forum Secretariat presented the
ICT and networking activities at the Knowledge for
Development workshop (KM4Dev) in the Philippines as well as
at the Global Knowledge Partnership in Malaysia. Partnership
links on information for development was strengthened with
One World South Asia (OWSA) at the Annual meeting. The
Mountain Forum participated actively in the Conference on
Environmental Education, India as well as at the UN workshop
on Sustainable Development in Mountain Areas in the Andean
countries.
The Asia Pacific and Latin American networks continued to
play an active role in sharing information and facilitating
communication between members.
The African Mountain Forum (AMF) was instrumental in
providing an e-platform to the Mountain Research Initiative,
Global Mountain Partnership and other partners for discussing
climate change/cryosphere/water as well as governance
themes congruent with the GLOCHAMORE strategy in African
mountain environments. The objective was to establish a
comprehensive “current-state-of-knowledge”, as well as
provide a solid base for launching the “Network of global
change research on African mountains”.
The North American Mountain Forum contributed to the
‘Women of the Mountains’ conference at Utah in 2007 by
giving a presentation on the networking aspects of the
Mountain Forum. This conference explored the challenges
faced by women in mountains worldwide, with a focus on
poverty and health.
The Asia Pacific Mountain Network facilitated a very vibrant e-
discussion on ‘education for sustainable development’ and
presented its summary for further deliberations at the 4th Int’l
Conference on Environmental Education, "Environmental
Education towards a Sustainable Future - Partners for the
Decade of Education of Sustainable Development" held at the
Centre for Environmental Education in Ahmedabad, India.
The Europe Mountain Forum took part into a project for
broadband and connectivity studies in mountain areas, with
an objective to assess and increase awareness of the potential
use of broadband communications to contribute to
socioeconomic development in areas of low connectivity.
InfoAndina, as well as continuing development of web services
and publications, supported and actively participated in a
number of conferences such as the Permanent Seminar of
Agricultural Investigation in Peru.
Changes
Organisational changes took place at various levels. With the
departure of J. Gabriel Campbell, a new Board Chairman had
to be elected. Also, the recruitment process for the new
Executive Secretary was successfully concluded.
At the Mountain Forum Secretariat, staff has left and new
people joined. The Mountain Forum wishes to thank Dr Ana
Maria Ponce as outgoing Executive Secretary for her invaluable
contributions in the past few years in progressing the
development and establishing the Forum as a key actor for
SMD. Staff changes also took place in the Nodes. It is
heartening to see the European Mountain Forum has now come
to strength.
With regret the Mountain Forum learned that in 2007 Ann
Strout, former Board member and Coordinator of the African
Regional Network has passed away. She will be remembered
for her positive efforts and constructive input. The activities
of the Africa Mountain Forum were hosted by the International
centre for Agrofrostry (ICRAF). In addition, the Global
Mountain Program of the CGIAR, hosted by the International
Potato Center (CIP), has offered to explore possibilities to
support the African network.
Looking ahead, the Board is glad to note that the Mountain
Forum will be working towards its next 3 year plan which will
position the Forum to address present and upcoming needs
and challenges.
I’m glad that the process of registering the Mountain Forum as
an organisation has been started in 2007 and will hopefully be
completed in 2008. This underpins the need the Board and
members feel to have a longer term mechanism in place for
information sharing and interaction on SMD.
Thanks to supportive partners
The continued support of the hosting organisations for the
Mountain Forum network is highly appreciated.
The crucial support of the Swiss Development Cooperation
(SDC) in 2007 for the operations of the MF Secretariat and the
Regional Networks is highly appreciated.
In addition, I like to thank the various hosting organisations
that are part of the Forum and make the Forum work as an
effective network. The Latin American network has been
kindly hosted for many years by the International Potato
Centre (CIP) in Peru. The interaction between CIP, its
ecoregional program for the Andes Condesan as well as the
information initiative of InfoAndina as Regional Node is a good
example of effective collaboration and synergy. The Banff
Centre in Canada provides support and hosts the North
American network. The African network is hosted by the
International Centre for Agroforestry (ICRAF) – Uganda and will
receive support by the Global Mountain program at CIP. It is
gratifying to note that the European Forum has been
strengthened and is being hosted by the Institute de Montagne
and the Ville de Chambéry in France. The International Centre
for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD) is glad to host
the Asia Pacific Mountain Network (APMN).
The activities and interaction of all concerned in the Mountain
Forum in 2007 have been a step forward towards the goal of
achieving sustainable mountain development.
Andreas Schild, Ph D
Chair, Board of Directors, Mountain Forum
Director General, ICIMOD
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Mountain Forum Secretariat
• Dr. Andreas Schild, Director General of ICIMOD elected as Chair of the Mountain Forum
Board.
• Co-organised with the Asia-Pacific Mountain Network (APMN)/ICIMOD an Open House
for Mountain Forum members in Nepal.
• Launched a new and improved website (http://www.mtnforum.org) in March 2007.
• Organised a “SARD-M E-Consultation in Preparation for the Third Meeting of the
Adelboden Group” in collaboration with FAO’s SARD-M Project.
• Initiated legal registration of the Mountain Forum.
• Completed an internal Mountain Forum photo database platform.
• Released an e-conference report on "Mountain to Mountain Cooperation: Sustainable
Use of Biodiversity, Including Genetic resources, in the Andes and the Himalaya”.
• Provided training to the African Mountain Forum to run an e-consultation on “A Global
Change Research Network for African Mountains”.
• Signed an agreement with SDC on collaboration with the Mountain Partnership
Secretariat and its decentralised hubs for the next two years.
• Francis Neuman appointed by the Board as the next Executive Secretary of the Mountain
Forum.
African Mountain Forum (AMF)
• Successfully conducted an e-consultation on “A Global Change Research Network for
African Mountains”, a first for AMF.
Highlights of the Year
The al-kannar river, the cultivation of the cannabis. Photo: Yassin Meklach.
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Asia-Pacific Mountain Network
(APMN)
• Conducted a survey under the “Broadband
Communication Study” in mountain districts of Nepal.
• Supported a pre-conference e-dialogue on “Education
for Sustainable Development” for the 4th International
Conference on Environmental Education held in India.
• Organised jointly with partner organisations a one-day
hike and programme in celebration of ‘International
Mountain Day 2007’ in Nepal.
European Mountain Forum (EMF)
• Started operations at its new Chambery office in
October 2007.
• Through its member, AgromRo Association, Romania,
conducted a study on “Broadband communication in
mountainous areas of Romania”.
• Put in place a portal for Carpathian and Balkans
conventions for update by stakeholders.
• Contributed to revamping the Mountain Forum website,
membership database, online library, discussion lists,
subscribers and e-conference management system.
Latin American Mountain Forum
(InfoAndina)
• Developed electronic bulletins - InfoNotes - to increase
access to information.
• Developed dynamic websites and events management
system (registration, inscription and payments).
• Managed an e-forum on “Social Vision of Water in the
Andes: Water, Commerce Regulation” with support of
IDRC and organized a workshop on the same.
• Provided assistance to prepare a Policy Dialogue list of
publications and bulletins in support of implementation
of CONDESAN’s Navigation Map.
• Supported CONDESAN in collaboration with the
Argentina Mountain Committee and Mountain Alliance in
creation of the San Miguel de Tucuman meeting.
• Joined with partners in the Regional Workshop for Latin
American Action Applications “Towards the
consolidation of a community of developers and users
of the Action Applications”.
• Implemented discussion internet websites supported by
electronic lists for ASOCAM and Committee of the 2008
International Potato Year.
North American Mountain Forum
(NAMF)
• Established a decentralized hub of the Mountain
Partnership Secretariat in the department of Mountain
Culture at The Banff Centre.
• Represented the Mountain Forum network at an
international conference: Women of the Mountains in
Orem, Utah 2007.
• Celebrated the 1st anniversary of the Bow Valley
Mountain Forum – a community web portal.
• Gave continuity to working relationship with Parks
Canada, Mountain Culture at The Banff Centre and the
Bow Valley Mountain Forum.
Rolls of prayer flags, Swayambunath, Nepal. Photo Elizabeth Fox.
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The African Mountain Forum (AMF) is a network of organisations and individuals that have a keen
interest in sustainable mountain development in the African region. AMF is funded by the Global
Mountain Programme of CIP and is hosted by ICRAF - The World Agro-Forestry Centre in Nairobi.
Since 2005, when the operations of AMF were revived, its activities have been integrated within
the African Highlands Initiative (AHI) regional programme with headquarters in Uganda. However,
the Node will from 2008 shift to Ethiopia, where its activities will be integrated within the
information services division of the International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI).
This report summarises the activities and achievements of the Node for the period January to
December 2007. The highlights in 2007 of AMF include a larger membership; moderation of the
mf-africa discussion list; support of two major e-consultation events, one exclusively for Africa
in preparation for the Conference on Global Change in African Mountains and the other to
prepare for the 4th Conference of the Adelboden Group, one of the principal platforms on
mountains for Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Development; and preparations for recruitment
of a full time Node Manager. Furthermore, the Node supported AHI in collecting information
from sites that led to the writing of two policy briefs that disseminate research findings from
Areka, one of the benchmark sites for AHI in Ethiopia.
Objectives
• To contribute to sustainable development and conservation of mountain areas in Africa;
• To promote partnership and cooperation among communities and other stakeholders for
sustainable mountain development in Africa;
• The above to be achieved through establishing a framework for information exchange,
developing partnerships and conducting advocacy and awareness raising work on mountain
issues.
Activities and Achievements
Membership Recruitment
Since AMF is an electronic discussion forum for its members, a strong and active membership is
necessary for strengthening the Node activities. Proactive membership recruitment has been
and will continue to be a priority for the Node until such a time when enough representation by
country and the various thematic areas is achieved. During this year, the Node continued to
recruit members. This was through direct email contact and help of our committed members.
With an improved website for processing membership by the Node Manager, the process became
much easier. Currently the membership for AMF stands at 133 individual members and 54
organizational members distributed across 20 countries. The recruitment exercise through the
website and via hardcopy forms will continue in the next reporting year.
Moderation of the mf-africa discussion lists
Just like in the previous year, most of the initial messages disseminated over the discussion list
were originated by the Node Manager. Although this kept the forum active throughout the year,
the desired situation would be to have most of the messages originating from members
themselves. Efforts in the next reporting year should be geared towards mobilizing members for
active participation in the discussions.
African Mountain Forum
The Roodeberg, a magnificent unspoilt mountain area in the Northern Cape, South Africa. Photo: Andre Schoon.
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E-consultations
AMF supported e-consultations of a key mountain event in
Africa in 2007: the launch of the Global Change Research
Network for African Mountains held in Uganda in July. The AMF
Node with support of the MF Secretariat in Nepal supported
this e-conference, which was the first to be tested on the new
e-consultation platform. Through the two-week long e-
conference, a working paper for the forthcoming workshop was
compiled which was held in July at Makerere University.
(http://mri.scnatweb.ch/content/view/193/73/). The
workshop was well attended and comprised the first
conference for African mountains on the important theme of
climate change. It included themes of nature conversation,
geophysical and livelihood change, policy, governance, and
land-use changes. Through this conference, a network now
exists that is part of the African Mountain Forum.
In May-June, AMF supported the e-consultation in preparation
for the Adelboden Group Conference held in October 2007 at
FAO in Rome (http://www.fao.org/sard/en/sardm/news
/1826/2624/2478/index.html). The consultation resulted in
participation of an African voice in the dialogue and activities
of the Adelboden group and inclusion of African activities in its
future plan. The Adelboden Group Bureau now contains an
African member and plans have been made to begin policy
analysis work as well as activities related to Payment for
Environmental Services (PES) in Ethiopia and possibly Rwanda
and Uganda in 2008.
Compilation of knowledge products for African Highlands
Initiative
AMF participated in an activity to disseminate research results
from AHI benchmark sites. The purpose of the exercise was to
disseminate technologies developed in AHI benchmark sites to
a wider community. In Areka, the benchmark site located South
of Ethiopia, four policy briefs covering various research themes
were developed. The briefs will be disseminated by both AHI
and the AMFwebsite.
Management of the Node
The Node continued to participate in various activities
involving other Nodes and partners. The Node was represented
at the Annual Board Node Managers’ meeting in Kathmandu. In
this meeting, plans for shifting the Node from AHI (Uganda) to
the GMP at ILRI (Ethiopia) were presented to the Board and
approved. It is expected that staff costs for maintaining the
Node in Ethiopia will be lower to enable employment of a full
time manager. There, the Node Manager will be supported by
the ITC team of ILRI and hence help AMF. One of the problems
that AMF faced in the last years was difficulty in accessing
operational funds. During 2007, the Node began a process to
move the Node and initiate the recruiting process of a new
Node Manager. It is hoped that by May 2008, the new Node
Manager will be in place.
Outlook into the future
The following is an outline of the priority outputs for the next
reporting year:
• Completing the “Who is Who” mapping exercise in
accordance with the Mountain Partnership/FAO LoA2. The
funds are already secured for this activity;
• Continue the Inventory, Documentation and Dissemination
of Methods, Tools and Technologies for Mountain Areas
developed by CGIAR and other institutions (in collaboration
with GMP);
• Develop a website for AMF;
• Train the new Node Manager;
• Organize e-consultation for members and partners;
• Compile African Mountains Newsletter;
• Moderate mf-africa discussion list;
• Participate in MF, Inter Node and partner activities;
• Solicit funding for the Node.
Concluding Remark
As AMF looks to the future we are confident that the Node is on
track to setting a solid base for widened activities in Africa.
Thus far, AMF has been funded through the Global Mountain
Program using the Government of Canada’s’ (CIDA) funds. The
support is gratefully acknowledged. Funds have been set aside
by the GMP for a new Node Manager position in 2008 based at
ILRI Addis Ababa in Ethiopia, which is the largest mountain
massive in Africa. In this way, there will be close supervision
and support for the AMF Manager and operations. These funds,
together with additional funds from the SDC for the GMP mean
it is envisaged AMF should have sufficient funds to move
forward with new vigour in 2008.
We would like to thank Moses Musinguzi, who led the AMF
through its first and not easy years while based in Uganda.
With the completion of his PhD, we hope he will remain a
member and valuable resource to the AMF. We would also like
to express our gratitude to AHI and ICRAF without whose
support in the past two years the AMF would not have survived.
Personnel
Moses Musinguzi, Node Manager
Contact
African Mountain Forum
c/o African Highlands Initiative
ICRAF Uganda
Plot 13, Binyayomba
Off Luthuli, Bugolobi,
PO Box 26416
Kampala, Uganda
Tel: +256-41-220 607/2
Fax: +256-41 223 242
Email: amf@mtnforum.org
Web: http://www.mtnforum.org/rn/amf.cfm
Cultivation of high value crops in the Usambara North eastern Tanzania, Photo: AHI.
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Asia-Pacific Mountain Network (APMN) is the Asia-Pacific node of Mountain Forum. It is an
informal and democratic information network of individuals and organisations interested in
the promotion of sustainable mountain development in the mountain countries of the Asia-
Pacific region. APMN, in its present phase is generously supported by a small grant from the
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) and is managed by the Integrated
Knowledge Management programme of the International Centre for Integrated Mountain
Development (ICIMOD). As of December 2007, APMN is a network of 1,205 individuals and
178 organizational members from 38 countries and growing daily.
Objectives
APMN’s mission is to promote sustainable mountain development in the Asia-Pacific region.
APMN provides a regional forum (with international linkages) for discussions of critical and
emerging mountain issues falling under (but not limited to) the following themes
recommended by the Sustainable Development of Mountain Areas of Asia (SUDEMAA)
Conference of 1994, an Asian regional response to Agenda 21 Chapter 13:
• Poverty alleviation and economic development;
• Sustainable management of natural resources;
• Gender-balanced decision-making in environment and development policies and
programmes;
• Preservation and promotion of cultural heritage;
• Reducing vulnerability to mountain disasters.
APMN has the following strategies to achieve the above objectives:
• Promoting linkages and networking amongst various stakeholders concerned with the
management of mountain environments and improving the living standards of mountain
people at all levels;
• Sensitising policy-makers and the general public about the role of sustainable mountain
development and its problems and challenges.
Asia-Pacific Mountain Network
Hope for the mountains, Nepal. Photo: Agustina Barros.
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In addition to the above, APMN’s priorities for the present
phase are as follow:
• Continue to facilitate networking and information
sharing among members to promote sustainable
mountain development;
• Lead membership drives with good geographical
representation;
• Enhance the web presence and visibility of APMN;
• Generate relevant content (discussion lists, website,
database etc.);
• Implement projects initiated by host and partner
organisations including the Mountain Partnership,
Mountain Forum Secretariat and ICIMOD;
• Develop a new strategy for APMN through multifold
approaches including an e-conference with APMN
members in time for the next project cycle;
• Develop proposals to diversify APMN’s outreach.
Activities and Achievements
APMN, Mountain Partnership Secretariat and Mountain
Forum Secretariat Collaboration
APMN carried out three different tasks for the Mountain
Partnership Secretariat (MPS) facilitated by the Mountain
Forum Secretariat (MFS). Under the “Broadband
Communication Study”, APMN and the Forum for
Information Technology-Nepal conducted a survey of the
potential of broadband communications to contribute to
socioeconomic development of low connectivity areas of
the Nepal Himalaya, and organised a workshop on 25 May
2007 to discuss the findings. The final synthesis report with
the results from this study and a parallel study in Romania
is being prepared by MFS. The second task is a
“Communication Needs Assessment in Central Asia” which
has been carried out in Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan using a
mix of survey and consultative approaches through
telephone calls and e-mail contacts to selected
stakeholders working in sustainable mountain development.
The assessment includes a study of the macro-development
environment, IT infrastructure, and institutional and
individual capacities. The preliminary report was completed
and is now being revised. In the final project, APMN is
developing communication tools to “Support the
Biodiversity Conservation Initiative” of the Mountain
Partnership, with a focus in the first instance on the
Mountain Twinning Programme between Gran Paradiso
National Park (Italy) and Sagarmatha National Park (Nepal).
Mountain Forum Open House programme
APMN and the Mountain Forum Secretariat (MFS) co-
organised an Open House for Mountain Forum members on
18 January 2007 in Kathmandu, Nepal. The programme was
a face to face interaction on topical mountain-related
themes. More than 50 people participated in the half day
event including Mountain Forum members, delegates from
different organisations, ICIMOD/MFS staff, and other
individuals.
APMN Bulletin
In 2007, APMN published three Bulletins. Distribution of the
Bulletin is focused on members with lower internet
capability and is part of the drive to keep offline members
active and informed as well as online members. The Bulletin
includes summaries of selected online discussion as well as
original articles. Selected articles are later posted online,
and some of the ensuing discussions summarised for the
Bulletin.
The spring issue of the Bulletin highlighted activities in 2006
as well as critical and emerging mountain issues, and
mountain-related events and activities taking place in the
Asia-Pacific region. The summer issue of the Bulletin
(January to June 2007) focused on issues of climate change
and its impact on biodiversity of the region. The winter
issue (July to December 2007) covered a wide range of
topics including climate change impact in mountain areas,
education for sustainable development, ICT for rural
development, and conservation in protected areas. The
bulletins can be downloaded from the APMN site at:
http://apmn.icimod.org/publications/APMNbulletin_vol_7
_no_2.pdf
http://apmn.icimod.org/publications/APMNbulletin_vol_8
_no_1.pdf
http://apmn.icimod.org/publications/APMN-bulletin_vol_8
_no_2.pdf
Commercial Logging. Photo: Tek Jung Mahat.
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Pre-conference Dialogue on Education for Sustainable
Development
APMN, with support from the Mountain Forum Secretariat,
supported an on-line pre-conference dialogue on
“Education for Sustainable Development” for the 4th
International Conference on Environmental Education held
in Ahmedabad, India from 26-28 November 2007. The
Conference was organised by the Government of India, with
UNESCO and UNEP as co-sponsors, and hosted by the Centre
for Environment Education. The Node Manager presented a
summary of the discussion at the main event in Ahmedabad
(http://www.tbilisiplus30.org/index.html). A synthesis of
the e-discussion appeared in the Winter 2007 issue of the
APMN Bulletin.
International Mountain Day 2007 and media
sensitisation
Gorkha Tourism and the Nepal Travel and Media Association
(NTMA) jointly organised a one-day hike and interaction
programme for and among press and media representatives
and representatives from the development and tourism
sectors in celebration of "International Mountain Day 2007"
in Nepal. The IMD theme for 2007 was "Facing Change:
Climate Change in Mountain Areas". The main objective was
to provide local journalists with insights into the
environmental and developmental concerns and issues that
confront Nepal, especially in the context of global change.
APMN provided its expertise on behalf of its host, ICIMOD;
other experts shared their views on this year’s theme from
the Nepal Mountaineering Association, Himalayan
Expeditions, and GT and NTMA. The event was supported by
ICIMOD, WWF Nepal, NTMA, and the Himalayan Expeditions
and the Trekking Agents Association of Nepal (TAAN).
APMN Participation in regional and local events
Dr A. Beatrice Murray, APMN Coordinator and Head IT+C
Division of ICIMOD, participated in the “Knowledge
Management for Organizational Capacity South Asia Region
(SAR) Brainstorming Session on Workshop Design and
Content” held in New Delhi, India from 5-7 December 2007.
The event was organized by the Global Development
Network (GDN), in cooperation with the World Bank
Institute (WBI).
Mr. Tek Jung Mahat, APMN Interim Node Manager,
participated in the 4th International Conference on
Environmental Education held in Ahmedabad, India from 26-
28 November 2007 and a training course on “ICT for
Education Leaders: From Vision to Reality” organized by the
World Bank Institute (WBI), the Ministry of Education and
Human Resources Development (MOE&HRD), Korea and the
Korea Education and Research Information Services (KERIS)
in Seoul, Korea held from 12-16 November 2007. He also
took part in the National Conservation Day 2007
celebrations in Kathmandu, Nepal on 23 September, jointly
organised by ICIMOD, WWF Nepal, IUCN – The World
Conservation Union, the National Trust for Nature
Conservation (NTNC), Wildlife Conservation Nepal (WCN),
The Mountain Institute (TMI), and Wildlife Watch Group
(WWG); and in the 4th Asia Regional Conservation Forum
(RCF) 2007, also in Kathmandu.
Publicity materials on APMN and Mountain Forum were
distributed at these events and others attended by ICIMOD
staff, and participants were encouraged to join the
network.
Asia-Pacific Mountain Network
A tamang man - Playing drums as part of their rituals. Photo: Tek Jung Mahat.
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Lessons learned
APMN’s sustainability and outreach to the grassroots and to
policymakers remain the greatest challenges for the
network. APMN was able to sustain ongoing activities and
introduce some new activities. Staff continuity is
necessary to further build on the existing foundation. New
approaches need to be developed and tested to bring
policymakers and grassroots communities to the same
table. Scaling up of the successful pilot radio project,
"Dialogue with the Grassroots", would be a good move
towards bringing such communities together. Moreover, a
more balanced regional representation in the APMN
membership is desirable, and APMN needs support from
members to monitor its progress. APMN also needs to work
towards engaging its members in both planning and
implementation of its activities, hence promoting
continuous and active support to the network.
Outlook for the future
With the development of ICIMOD’s new strategic plan,
which aims to use APMN services for communication, and
establishment of a Decentralized Hub of the Mountain
Partnership Secretariat at ICIMOD, APMN is entering an
exciting new phase as an integral component of a
concerted approach to bring the mountain agenda to the
forefront of international discussions and policy. With the
continued support of the Swiss Agency for Development
and Cooperation (SDC), APMN is strengthening its
relationship with the Mountain Forum and the Mountain
Partnership. The coming year we will look at different
ways of broadening and extending the network, as well as
providing a platform for more focused groups.
Staff changes at APMN
Mr. Tek Jung Mahat joined APMN as Interim Node Manager
from July 2007. Mr. Mahat has an M.Sc. in Environmental
Science, with specialisation in mountain environment
management, and over five years of experience with
NGOs, INGOs, Mountain Forum, and ICIMOD. APMN bade
farewell to Mr. Udayan Mishra (Acting Node Manager) and
Ms. Sapana Lohani (Intern) in July 2007, both of whom
went to the Asian Institute of Technology to pursue a
masters’ course.
Personnel
Tek Jung Mahat, Interim Node Manager
A. Beatrice Murray, APMN Coordinator
Contact
Asia-Pacific Mountain Network
ICIMOD
GPO Box 3226
Kathmandu, Nepal
Tel: +977-1-500 3222
Fax: +977-1-500 3277 / 500 3299
Email: apmn@mtnforum.org
Web: http://apmn.icimod.org Girl carrying fodder. Photo: Tek Jung Mahat.
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The mission of the European Mountain Forum (EMF) is to promote the ideas, processes and
best practices of sustainable development in the mountains of Europe and to raise
awareness of the importance of these mountains. EMF aims to be recognised as the leading
knowledge network for decision makers and experts on European mountains. A consistent
increase in membership and subscriptions to EMF provides evidence of its continued
importance in communication on issues regarding sustainable development in the mountains
of Europe.
In August 2006, EMF was legally established as an Association under the French law of 1901.
The founding members represented on the Board are Euromontana, the Association of
Elected Mountain Officials (AEM), UNEP’s Regional Office for Europe, Fundació Territori i
Paisatge, and the Centre for Mountain Studies at Perth College, UHI Millennium Institute
(CMS, Scotland).
EMF operated at a minimum level for the first 9 months with support from the Swiss
Develpment Corporation (SDC) and the Mountain Forum Secretariat, which is gratefully
acknowledged. Since October 2007 EMF has been operational at its new office at Chambery,
sharing resources with AEM.
Objectives
The following are EMF’s objectives as defined in its statutes 2006:
• To promote the idea, the process and the best practice of sustainable development in
European Mountain regions;
• To facilitate the exchange of information among its members;
• To raise awareness of the importance of mountains for Europeans, particularly by
encouraging education, knowledge and raising consciousness of public opinion.
The City of Chambéry, France, has provided in-kind funding in the form of office
accommodation and facilities in the new Maison des Parcs et de la Montagne. Furthermore
funding for the operational structure has been provided from the French Interministerial
Delegation for Planning and Competitiveness of Territories (DIACT), the SDC and the
Assemblée des Pays de la Savoie while UNEP, and the Mountain Partnership have contributed
funding to specific activities.
European Mountain Forum
Grindelwald Valley, Switzerland. Photo Martin Price.
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Activities and Achievements
After more than three years since the departure of the
Administrator of the Coordination Centre, operational
activities started again at the new Chambery office in
October 2007. The first task of the EMF administrator
consisted of an assessment of the EMF environment and
establishment of communication with the EMF chair,
webmaster, board members and donors. Further activities
were related to the development of the draft business plan
for 2008 – 2010, the preparation of the General Assembly in
January 2008 and the identification of activities and funding
opportunities.
Relating to the First Year Collaboration Letter of Agreement
with FAO-Mountain Partnership, EMF was assigned to take
part into a “Project for broadband communication in
mountain areas”. It's overall objective to assess and
increase awareness of the potential for broadband
communications to contribute to socioeconomic
development in areas of low connectivity, through the
reduction of the digital divide between mountain and
lowland areas. AgromRo Association, Romania
(http://www.agromro.ro/), was identified as a partner,
conducted the survey, organized two workshops and
produced the final report.
The output of this project consisted of:
• A document with the main findings of the two surveys,
their analysis and proposals for follow-up actions.
• Two small workshops at country/regional level to
present the results of the surveys and discuss about
possible measures.
• A web page about the result of this project.
EMF completed all its project-related tasks: postings to
discussion lists related to the project and building and
maintaining a webpage dedicated to the whole project
(available at http://www.mtnforum.org/europe/
carpathians/projects/broadband/). This contains a
description of partners, activities planned under the
project, brief details of the two workshops organized by
AgromRo and an online form (copy of the actual survey).
When FAO-Mountain Partnership Secretariat’s final
conclusion is sent in, the final revised report will be made
available as well, either as an online text or as a file to be
downloaded.
In October, the FAO-Mountain Partnership Secretariat
representative highlighted a lack of standardization
between the survey reports conducted in the Carpathians
and in the Himalayas. Therefore, AgromRo repeated part of
the survey and updated the report, which was carried out
by early December.
In November, EMF submitted the Final Report in the frame
of the PR 36095 Agreement between Mountain Forum and
the Mountain Partnership. According to the Letter of
Agreement, EMF should “provide support to the
collaborative process for sustainable development in the
Balkans region being undertaken within the context of the
Mountain Partnership. This will involve setting up list
servers/informal discussion lists, carrying out a
communication needs assessment among members and
interested stakeholders in the region, and providing
communications training and advice at face-to-face
events.”
In respect to this agreement the following activities were
performed:
• Carpathians-related activities: messages posted to mf-
carpathians; a survey about Carpathian conventions and
concept of governance was made available online;
(http://www.mtnforum.org/europe/rs/surveys.cfm?sq
3) Carpathians’ section of EMF website updated and
new pages added; news posted in the “News from
European Mountain” section available at:
http://www.mtnforum.org/europe/rs /news.cfm and
events posted in the “Calendar of Mountain Events”
section available at: http://www.mtnforum.org/
europe/rs/ calendar.cfm.
• Balkan mountains-related activities: South-East European
section created within EMF website; news posted in the
“News from European Mountain” section and events
posted in the “Calendar of Mountain Events” section;
discussion with UNEP-ROE, asking for facilitating contacts
with relevant organizations in order to have their inputs
to the above mentioned pages (news, projects, events
etc.). UNEP invited some people involved in various
projects/activities in the Carpathians or the Balkans to
support the initiative and provide EMF with information.
Les Planes de Son Pallars Sobirà, Pyrenees. Photo: Jose Borras.
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• Two Balkan organizations, Athanas Krantchev
(Bulmontana, Bulgaria) and Vlatko Andonoovski
(MakMontana, Macedonia) were invited to add more
information to the website pages and create discussion
lists for current “hot” Balkan mountains topics.
The overall conclusions and requests from MPS were as
follows:
• EMF has made good overall progress in the frame of the
activities of this LoA, despite staff limitations during
the transition period.
• The portal for the Carpathian and Balkans Conventions
is in place and ready to be updated by the involved
stakeholders. EMF is solicitating suggestions on how to
make EMF’s website reflect better areas of interest in
the Carpathians and Balkans. EMF has contacted the
following stakeholders UNEP, Vlatko Andonovski
(Macedonia - MakMontana) and Atanas Krantchev
(Bulgaria - BulMontana).
• EMF looks forward to active involvement of regional
stakeholders in Mountain Partnership activities in their
respective regions in the near future. EMF will work
with the Mountain Partnership to facilitate contacts
with UNEP on the Carpathian Convention.
EMF will carry out an e-consultation on the draft Framework
Convention on the Protection and Sustainable Development
of Mountain Regions in South Eastern Europe. The e-
consultation should allow for a broad public and
stakeholders consultation on the draft text of this new legal
instrument. This e-consultation will be carried out upon
request in the next phase of collaboration with the
Mountain Partnership.
Other activities included:
• Web-mastering and moderation of discussion lists (mf-
europe and mf-carpathians).
• New features: the form for submitting a link is now
available in Flash format; in all projects pages
(Carpathians, Caucasus, Mediterranean and SEE) a form
for submitting a project (basic data: title, scope,
objectives, website), has been made available. A
section for online surveys has been included. One
survey was conducted. The results of the Carpathians
Convention and concept of governance, developed by
Sabaheta Ramcilovic, Research Scholar, European Forest
Institute/Policy Analysis Research Programme will be
made available to public, also in EMF website's Survey
section, by end of April; new links to external relevant
websites have been added (total number of links: 133).
• Content update: links to news published in News from
European mountains (125), events advertised in
Calendar of Regional Events (75), projects advertised in
regional sections / Projects (10).
• Website statistics: in July 2007, Google Analytics was
chosen as a new website statistics service and tracking
commenced July 15, 2007. This showed a medium-level
interest for the EMF website. Up to 1st January.2008,
the number of visits was 2,203, number of pageviews
5,898, (2.68 pages/visit); the average time on site was
2 minutes and 10 seconds; and number of visitors within
this time span was 1,733. The website traffic sources
are mainly from search engines (67%; Google, Yahoo)
and the most used keywords were: european mountains,
mediterranean mountains, european mountain forum,
carpathian mountain, and mountain forum. Most visited
pages were the home page, Membership – EMF
European Mountain Forum
Vatra Dornei, Northern Romania.Photo: Martin Price.
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individuals (list of all individual members located in
Europe), and the Calendar of Mountain Events.
• Contributions were made to revamping the Mountain
Forum website, membership database, Online Library,
discussion lists, subscriberships and e-conference
management system.
Operational description
The operational activities at the Chambery office are
carried out by an Administrator who contributes 50% of his
time to EMF. Since October 2007, the webmaster who
previously took care of EMF activities is now in direct
consultation with the Administrator. The EMF is hosted by
"La maison des Parcs et de la Montagne" in Chambery.
Membership and subscribership growth
As of the end of 2007, about one fifth of both individual
members (572) and organisational members (81) of the
Mountain Forum are based in Europe. Growth of both
individual and organisational members was steady
throughout the year. There are two discussion lists: mf-
europe has 966 subscribers, with 104 messages posted
during 2007; mf-carpathians has 380 subscribers and 19
messages were posted.
Personnel
Martin Price, EMF Chair and Mountain Forum Board Member
Christoph Maier, EMF Administrator
Andrei Vasile, Webmaster and List Moderator,
Contact
European Mountain Forum
Maison des Parcs et de la Montangne
256 mu de la
République
F-7300 Chambery, France
Tel: +33-4-79714230
Fax: +33-4-79715016
Email: emf@mtnforum.org
Web: http://www.mtnforum.org/europe Arèches Beaufort, France. Photo: Guillaume Prudent.
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In 1995 InfoAndina was created to serve as the Consortium for Sustained Development of
the Andean Eco-region’s (CONDESAN) communication and information diffusion, the eco-
regional program of the Consulting Group for International Agricultural Research (CGIAR)
hosted by the International Potato Center (CIP). CONDESAN works in the Andean eco-region
promoting the sustained development of mountains by addressing the issues of integral
management of water resources and innovation in agricultural systems. In addition to this,
InfoAndina is the leader of the Andean Initiative of the Mountain Alliance and, since 1996,
works in the Latin American Node of the Mountain Forum, the management information
entity of the Mountain Alliance.
This report pertains to the first year of the fourth phase of operations partially financed
by COSUDE, with a total contribution of $150,000 for the period 2007-2009.
After having worked in close collaboration with CONDESAN, in 2007 InfoAndina started to
support regional initiatives such as the Mountain Alliance, the Challenge Program on Water
and Food’s (CPWF-Andes) Andean Basin System and the High Andean Project. Likewise, the
collaboration with ASOCAM, the sustained program for Rural Development (PDRS-GTZ) and
the National Network for Regional and Local Conservation Areas (RENACAL) were
strengthened.
InfoAndina strengthened its team by incorporating a professional expert for Web
programming. This helped to allow for specialization of functions in information
management as well as in the coordination and development of Web sites. This, in addition
to a full-time intern, has allowed the development of dynamic sites for more than five
initiatives and organizations oriented to the conservation and sustained development of
Andean natural resources. Furthermore, it has been established as a reference program
on information management concerning sustained development in the Andean region, seen
in the increase in users by 142.5% in comparison to the year 2006.
Nevertheless, the challenges faced by InfoAndina are greater every year and the multiple
demands in the development of web sites create the need of support personnel to
accomplish these tasks. In addition, the specialized training of its members is one of the
objectives for 2008.
Objectives
During 2007, InfoAndina has become a communication and information leader on
sustainable development in the Andean region with its vast experience and knowledge.
Despite progress, InfoAndina realizes it still faces many challenges.
Latin American Mountain Forum (InfoAndina)
Mt. Chimborazo. Photo: Elizabeth Fox.
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• InfoAndina needs to further focus on activities
concerning synthesis and political tendencies of the
region, supporting the activities that the members and
CONDESAN initiatives perform.
• For this reason, during the year 2008, InfoAndina’s main
team will be reinforced with a new person with
particular experience in these areas.
• At the end of 2007, CIP’s Unit for Information
Technology (ITU) communicated that due to the large
amount of visitors at InfoAndina’s and CONDESAN’s
websites (more visitors than at the CIP’s website) there
should be consideration of changing to a separate. This
is being prepared for 2008.
• During the year, collaboration between CONDESAN and
other COSUDE projects in Peru has been limited. The
challenge on how to better collaborate with the Andean
Potato Project is still to be met, given the two
organizations are part of the same institution. During
2007, the Andean Potato Project was supported in its
publications, distribution and AndiNotes by using the
InfoPapa distribution list. However, this was done more
as a project than as a joint effort. On the other hand,
COSUDE’s projects in the region have been indirectly
supported by working with ASOCAM, web mechanisms
have been developed which are now available to
numerous organizations supported by COSUDE.
• By achieving a working policy dialogue, it is important
to understand the proposed policy contents which
emerge from programs supported by InfoAndina and
CONDESAN. In this manner, policy briefings can be
prioritized that support policy dialogue.
Activities and Achievements
During 2007, InfoAndina concentrated its efforts to promote
the creation and spread of information, to encourage
learning, support insightful reflection processes and
contribute to the work with political agencies involved in
the sustainable development of mountains in Latin America.
For this purpose, InfoAndina became actively involved in
regional processes, such as the Andean initiative for the
Mountains, carrying out meetings and elaborating working
documents and agreements with Andean national
representatives.
Furthermore, during this year various information products
have been offered to High-Andean individuals and
organizations: electronic bulletins – InfoNotes – classified
geographically and by subject, information resources with
access to complete documents classified by subject,
projects and institutions related to sustainable
development, and printed publications working on
initiatives with member organizations. The above efforts
are reflected in the increase of website visits and
documents released from the Info-Andean site.
At the global and regional level
• Having already implemented the InfoAndina site
(http://wwwinfoandina.org), and having acquired
experience and knowledge through its development and
socialization, InfoAndina was asked to develop dynamic
websites, helping in the information management and
creation of more than five organizations and projects,
such as: New CONDESAN: http://www.infoandina.org/
condesan, ASOCAM; http://www.asocam.org, PDRS:
http//www.gtz-rural.org.pe, RAMP PERU: http//
www.ramp-peru.org.pe and its monitoring system of the
first Program of Attendants and Inventors, Andean
Basins System Challenge Program on Water and Food
(CPWF-ANDES): http://www.infoandina.org/andean/,
and finally, the events management system
(registration, inscription and payments).
• During the months of April and May, the “Social Vision of
Water in the Andes: Water, Commerce Regulation”
electronic forum took place in conjunction with
Sustainable Water and the support of IDRC. The purpose
of this conference was to contribute to the reduction of
tensions between the state and people in the region,
using research processes, information and discussion on
proposals for political public reforms concerning water
resources and services in three main areas: 1) water
and the agreements for free commerce; 2) regulation,
drinking water services and poverty; and 3) rights of
water and citizen management. An overall final report
may be found in: http://www.infoandina.org/site.
shtml?x=8249.
• As part of the support for the implementation of
CONDESAN’s Navigation Map (CdN), InfoAndina assisted
by preparing a list of publications and bulletins named
Policy Dialogue, oriented towards participants and
political decision makers.
Solar Cooker. Photo: Yolanda Ortiz.
View of two of the sites developed by InfoAndina: ASOCAM and PDRS.
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The following publications were printed with the support of
InfoAndina:
Integral management of basins: The experience of the
regional project for Andean basins
Renner, Isabel: Moreno Diaz, Alonso
http://www.infoandina.org/site.shtml?x=7588
Land ordinance: A mechanism for development Series:
Policy Dialogue No. 4, January, 2007
http://www.infoandina.org/site.shtml?x=7990
Eco-regional and approach analysis: Reopening the
discussion Series: Contributions for the Sustained
Development of the Andes No. 5, March, 2007
http://www.infoandina.org/site.shtml?x=8369
Water and free commerce: A Bolivian perspective Series:
Policy Dialogue No. 5, April, 2007
http://www.infoandina.org/site/shtml?x=15046
Project: Regulation of water rights in Bolivia
Series: Policy Dialogue No. 6, May 2007
http://www.infoandina.org/site.shtml?x=14846
Water and management rights: 4 case studies in 4 countries
Series: Policy Dialogue No. 7, June, 2007
http://www.infoandina.org/site.shtml?x=15494
• InfoAndina, as the regional Mountain Forum of the Node
for Latin America and the Caribbean, participated in
June 2007, in the Annual FM Reunion held in Katmandu,
Nepal and were represented by Miguel Saravia, Project
Leader. This meeting was particularly important
because the regional Nodes were able to express their
point of view on the selection process of the new
Executive Secretary of the Mountain Forum and because
it helped strengthen bonds with the Mountain Alliance.
• InfoAndina, in order to collaborate with the Water
Social Project, organized the Workshop “Social Vision of
Water in the Andes” as a place for the project
investigators to present their findings and
recommendations and to promote the dialogue among
the different participants to discuss, within the
Peruvian scope, their investigations, documents and
preliminary project results. See:
http://www.infoandina.org/site.shtml?a[c=Cc--i1-&x=
7915&i=86df4ec62575f18e77d41a52ad01cb0b
• With respect to the Mountain Alliance, InfoAndina – in
collaboration with the Argentina Mountain Committee –
supported CONDESAN in the creation of the San Miguel
de Tucuman meeting, which took place in the
Argentinean city with the same name. The purpose of
this meeting was to strengthen, promote and spread
actions concerning the sustainable development of
Andean mountain regions. A total of 150 people
attended, those belonging to the Argentinean
government, important entities and people from the
Andean regions. See: http://www.infoandina.org/
site.shtml?apc=Ca--ix19930x-x-1-&x=18109&i=8eb43ef
57a7e7bd7f955e639e83e0223
• During 2007 new developments, announcements,
publications and information material through lists were
distributed according to region and subject. A sample
of this may be found in CIP’s Announcement Sheets
made by the Management Division
(http://www.infoAndina.org/site.shtml?apc=Ba--ix-x-
x19-&x=18381). They may also be found in the
InfoNotes which are distributed regarding the T’ikapapa
program and the World Challenge 2007 prize:
(http://www.InfoAndina.org/sigte.shtml?apc=Ba--ix-x-
x5-&x=19767).
• As part of InfoAndina’s contribution to define a joint
strategy to introduce the Latin American region in the
development of Action Applications (AA) as a mechanism
of free software and content management, the Center
of Social Studies (CEPES), INICTEL-UNI, CONDESAN,
Engineering without Frontiers (ISF), COLNODO and
AGRORED PERU joined forces to carry out a regional
workshop for Latin American Action Applications under
the title “Towards the consolidation of a community of
developers and users of the Action Applications”. Honza
Malik participated in this workshop. He trained a group
of programmers to reach a technically specialized level,
where our development team was found. It is important
Latin American Mountain Forum (InfoAndina)
Llamas, Ecuador. Photo: Elizabeth Fox.
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to point out the equal gender number who participated
in the workshop, ten women and nine men. See more
information in: http://www.infoandina.org/shite.
shtml?apc=Ca--ix19930x-x-1-&x=17849&I=F3C7DC161E0
971962481A5621CDAD513.
• Easy discussion internet websites supported by
electronic lists for ASOCAM and for the organizing
Committee of the 2008 International Potato Year have
been developed.
At a national and local level
• InfoAndina actively supported the Introduction
workshop of Project RAMP PERU and its “First
Strengthening and Attendants Program for creators of
Development Technology”. See: http://www.info
andina.org/site.shtml?apc=Ca-ix-x-x1-&x=1822&i=c097
4862622474beda69ccdb1ea03de4.
• The Permanent Seminar of Agricultural Investigation –
SEPIA XII was held in the city of Tarapoto – Peru during
the month of August, 2007. This year, new members like
Miguel Saravia, InfoAndina Leader, joined. In addition,
InfoAndina financed the presentation of the study
“Commercial Information System and TIC in Rural areas
of the 'Selva Baja': one case study in the Veinte de Enero
Community in the National Reserve Pacaya Samiria”.
This was presented in the Special Forum about
Information Technology and Communication TIC and
Rural Development by the young researcher, Rolando
Pacheco. At the present moment, SEPIA is a
government site. However, CONDESAN and therefore
InfoAndina open the possibility of providing a greater
regional influence.
• InfoAndina created internet discussion and dialogue
websites for the following: the National Mountain Eco-
systems Working Group – Ecuador, the Working
Sub-Committee of the National Mountain Eco systems of
Ecuador, the CONDESAN team participating in the RAMP
PERU project, a team member of the RAMP PERU
consortium, and for Perú’s GTZ Sustained Development
Rural Program (PDRS).
Project level
• Through the restructuring of functions performed during
the year 2006, along with the creation of the position of
Information Official for Website Development, it was
possible to efficiently manage the project activities.
However, the increase in the number of new websites
this year led to need for a Programmer, to dedicate time
to the implementation of websites on a technical level.
See: http//www.infoandina.org/site.shtml?x=17676.
• The year 2007 saw the beginning of Phase Four of the
InfoAndina Project with the partial financing by
COSUDE. This phase goes from 2007 to 2009 and its
approval was justified by the need to raise
consciousness of the fragility of mountain eco-systems,
leading to the diffusion and information exchange on
research and mountain development. Thus, adding new
users from the public and private sector, establishing
strategic alliances with regional and global information
networks, becoming the leading information network
about mountain eco-systems in Latin America
contributes to the inclusion of mountain communities
with gender and equality.
Lessons learned
• The preparation for the new phase 2007-2009 has
provided a time of reflection and planning how to meet
new challenges. The team feels committed to each of
Argentina. Photo: Agustina Barros.
This would have consequences for the team’s re-distribution
of functions.
It is possible to anticipate with optimism, through
InfoAndina, the changes and increased interaction foreseen
in the Mountain Forum. The collaboration between the
Secretariat and other Nodes during this transition period
will be very important.
Finally, 2008 sets a big challenge for InfoAndina and its
support to the Mountain Alliance, which is initiating its
decentralization process. It is very important to establish
better working relations between InfoAndina and the
region’s alliance.
It is expected that InfoAndina will develop specific information
services and address specific demands of the Andean and other
initiatives in the region, as well as demands from the Alliance
members, including the governments.
Personnel
Miguel Sravia, Node Manager
Musuq Briceno, Information Officer
Contact
InfoAndina/CONDESAN
International Potato Center (CIP)
Apartado Postal 1558
Lima 12 - Peru
Tel: +51-1-349 6017 ext. 2056
Fax: +51-1-317 5326
E-mail: infoandina@mtnforum.org
Web: http://www.condensan.org/infoandina/index.htm
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Latin American Mountain Forum (InfoAndina)
the expected results for this phase and has clear
definitions of roles. Furthermore, acknowledged by the
CONDESAN, this has motivated InfoAndina to suggest
new solutions to the management of information.
• The year 2007 has been a year of learning, development
and implementation of websites. The learning curve
was complex in the beginning, but now it is
acknowledged that InfoAndina's capacity is among the
best in the region. In addition, training trips to member
institutions, such as ASOCAM and RANDI, have reinforced
and increased knowledge levels.
• The adoption of CMS standards and tools has facilitated
the creation of an important and selected information
data base and specialist resources, catalogued
according to priorized themes by the consortium
available through the website. In addition, the
technical team has began to use other mechanisms for
evaluating technical characteristics to better allocate
our services and serve as models for additional modules
that optimize the Action Applications.
Recommendations
To better comply with the challenge presented for the
Policy Dialogue, it has been recommended that InfoAndina
improves its coordination with other projects involved in
this area, like ASOCAM, ECOBONA and the High Andean
Regional Project. During 2008, cooperation along these lines
should be further elaborated.
In addition, InfoAndina needs to increase its synthesis work.
For this it is required to add another person, with a
professional profile geared to taking advantage of the
numerous information resources available on the website.
Avenue of the volcanos. Photo: Elizabeth Fox.
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The North American Mountain Forum (NAMF) is a network of people and organizations who
exchange information and knowledge in support of North American mountain environments,
communities and sustainable development. The North American Mountain Forum is hosted
by the Mountain Culture division at The Banff Centre in Banff, Alberta, Canada.
Objectives
As an information and communication network, NAMF focuses on the following targets:
• Expand outreach
• Improve content and communication
• Strengthen partnerships and establish new ones
• Secure funding to support existing and future projects
Activities and Achievements
Expand outreach
• Presentation: Women of the Mountains in Orem, Utah 2007 – In May, NAMF helped to
represent the Mountain Forum network at this international conference in Orem, Utah.
The conference explored the challenges facing women and children in mountain areas
worldwide with a special focus on poverty and health, and on building partnerships
between US mountain states and Central Asia. The North American node made a
presentation about Mountain Forum and MF gender initiatives.
• Banff Mountain Festivals 2007 – Mountain Forum marketing materials were made
available in the Festivals’ media and hospitality room, frequented by festival guests
and journalists.
• In Print – Information about Mountain Forum appeared in 2007 editions of the Mountain
Culture member newsletter, Peak Inside, the Mountain Partnership newsletter, Peak-
to-Peak, and the Banff Centre staff newsletter, Centrepiece.
Improve content and communication
• Mountain Forum Bulletin: This year, the North American Mountain Forum contributed to
both the January 2007 and May 2007 editions of the Mountain Forum Bulletin.
• Email Discussion List: Subscribership on the North American Mountain Forum email discussion
list increased from 676 to 765 individuals in 2007. We are now at 67% of subscribership levels
prior to the ‘re-registration’ of all Mountain Forum members in 2006.
• Membership Directory: Membership from North America grew from 595 to 676 in 2007,
an increase similar to those in previous years. We are now at 56% of membership levels
prior to the ‘re-registration’ of all Mountain Forum members in 2006.
• Mountain Forum Calendar: There were 13 regional North American events contributed
to the Mountain Forum Calendar in 2007.
North American Mountain Forum
The Banff Centre. Photo: Amy Krause.
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• Mountain Forum Online Library: A variety of North
American mountain articles were contributed to the
Mountain Forum Online Library in 2007.
• Bow Valley Mountain Forum: This community web portal
celebrated its 1st anniversary in May 2007. The project
facilitates communication among local community
groups, and encourages residents and frequent visitors
to engage in local mountain sustainability issues. The
Bow Valley Mountain Forum features news and events, a
directory of community initiatives and projects, a
library of briefs about local ecological topics, and a bi-
weekly email newsletter. The site grew from 130 to 200
users in 2007.
• Conference: Amenity-led Migration in Mountain Regions
(ALMMR) – In May 2007, planning began for the upcoming
conference Understanding and Managing Amenity-led
Migration in Mountain Regions scheduled for May 2008
in Banff, Canada. Mountain areas are accustomed to
welcoming visitors who enjoy natural beauty,
recreational opportunities, and unique cultures – but
what happens when those visitors and others come to
stay? This conference will explore the resulting
accelerated pace and magnitude of economic, social
and environmental change. The ALMMR conference is
being developed in collaboration with the International
Amenity Migration Centre (IAMC) out of Spokane,
Washington. IAMC founder and principle, Laurence A.G.
Moss, is a member of Mountain Forum.
Strengthen partnerships and establish new ones
• Mountain Partnership Secretariat (MPS): In 2007, the
Mountain Partnership Secretariat established a
decentralized hub in the department of Mountain Culture
at The Banff Centre. The North American node of
Mountain Forum looks forward to improved collaboration
and integration with the Mountain Partnership
Secretariat through the close working relationship it will
now have with an MPS decentralized hub.
• International Amenity Migration Centre (IAMC): IAMC
developed a close working relationship with Mountain
Culture at The Banff Centre in 2007 while co-developing
an upcoming conference. The North American node
assisted by publicizing IAMC research papers and
conference information via the mf-namerica email
discussion list.
• Parks Canada: Parks Canada continues its close working
relationship with Mountain Culture at The Banff Centre
and the North American and Bow Valley Mountain Forums.
Parks Canada is an anchor sponsor for the conference
Understanding and Managing Amenity-led Migration in
Mountain Regions (ALMMR). It is also working with the
Bow Valley Mountain Forum to provide a private, online
‘clubhouse’ for members of the new Banff National Park
Volunteer Program. Volunteer Coordinators use the
private ‘Clubhouse’ to communicate with volunteers, by
distributing information updates and learning resources,
and publicizing upcoming events.
Secure funding
• The North American Mountain Forum completed grant
cycles in 2007 with The Calgary Foundation, Parks
Canada’s Banff Ecological Integrity Education project,
the Alberta Association of Colleges and Technical
Institutes (AACTI) and the Mountain Partnership
Secretariat. It will continue to seek funding to expand
its list of partners and supporters.
Personalized support
While Mountain Forum provides valuable online tools, direct
support to members is also critical to its success. Mountain
Forum staff welcome new participants, help them to make
the most of their membership, direct them to resources,
and introduce them to other people and organizations with
complementary needs or interests. Here is an example:
• Sustainable Transportation: A new member of Mountain
Forum in North American asked how to find information
about sustainable high-speed rail initiatives. The node
manager suggested he send a message to the North
American and European email discussion lists. His query
resulted in ~15 replies over the first week, providing
him with many leads for further research and a number
of new personal contacts worldwide with similar
interests.
Staff Changes in 2007
In May 2007, Mountain Culture at The Banff Centre
welcomed a new Executive Director. David Cox is an
environmental lawyer, formerly with the Department of
Justice Canada. Mr. Cox replaces former Mountain Forum
Board Member, Leslie Taylor, who left her position as
Associate Director of Environment with Mountain Culture at
The Banff Centre to pursue new career opportunities in
March 2007.
In December 2007, the North American Mountain Forum also
welcomed a new node manager, Amélie Peck, a long-time
Banff resident. Ms. Peck replaces Amy Krause who will be
helping to create a new Mountain Partnership decentralized
hub in the department of Mountain Culture at The Banff
Centre.
Personnel
Amélie Peck, Program Officer (incoming)
Amy Krause, Program Officer (outgoing)
Contact
Mountain Culture at The Banff Centre
107 Tunnel Mountain Drive
Box 1020, Station 38
Banff Alberta Canada T1L 1H5
Tel: +403-762-6477
Fax: +403-762-6277
Web: http://www.banffcentre.ca/mountainculture/mtnforum
North American Mountain Forum
Mt. Allberta. Photo: Amy Krause.
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The Mountain Forum Secretariat (MFS), hosted by the International Centre for Integrated
Mountain Development (ICIMOD) in Nepal, is responsible for the global activities of the
Mountain Forum. It enhances availability of information and fosters knowledge sharing on
sustainable mountain development between members. It supports the Regional Networks in
partnership building, fundraising, advocacy and governance processes such as election of
Board members and provides support for information services. It actively promotes and
advocates sustainable mountain development and represents the Mountain Forum network
at an international level.
Objectives
The following are the MFS objectives defined for its 2005-2008 phase:
• Provide effective support and services to, and build the capacity of Mountain Forum
members, Mountain Partnership members, Mountain Forum regional nodes, and other
key stakeholders in sustainable mountain development;
• Provide effective and broad-reaching networking and communication services;
• Provide accessible clearing-house mechanisms (databases, online services, etc.);
• Move the mountain agenda forward through focused policy debate, advocacy and
increased awareness of sustainable mountain development issues.
Activities and Achievements
Legal registration of the Mountain Forum initiated
The legal registration of the Mountain Forum as an independent organization was
recommended by the Board in 2007. The registration process was started by MFS with
support from CDE-MRD in Berne in October 2007. The Membership Directory was prepared
as an integral document for the legal registration process and it is expected that the
registration will be concluded in 2008.
Mountain Forum Annual Board and Node Managers’ meeting
The annual meeting of Mountain Forum Board and Node Managers was held in Kathmandu
in June 2007. Representatives from Mountain Forum’s partner organizations: FAO, GMP,
UNEP, TMI, and the main donor, SDC, attended. Dr. Andreas Schild, Director General of
ICIMOD, was unanimously elected as the new Chair of the Mountain Forum Board.
Node Managers and MFS staff discussed ways to strengthen the Mountain Forum network and
its collaboration with key stakeholders in the Mountain Agenda. The Node Managers
presented their progress reports to the Board and a number of key decisions were taken.
This included the need for the European Mountain Forum to look for additional sources of
funding, the proposed move of the African Mountain Forum node ILRI-Ethiopia and the
Mountain Forum Secretariat
Participants at Annual MFS Meeting 5 – 7 June 2007. Photo: MFS.
services, The event was widely covered in local newsletters of
stakeholders such as FIT-Nepal and EV-K2-CNR.
New website launched
The Mountain Forum launched a new and improved website
(http://www.mtnforum.org) in March 2007. It features a
new design, a new section on Mountain News, aggregated
content on specific themes each month, an individual
webpage for each member - including a facility to add
pictures and documents, a real time profile updating
system, an improved membership system which now allows
for networking and other new features.
Support to SARD-M e-consultation for the 3rd meeting
of the Adelboden Group
The MFS coordinated and managed a “SARD-M E-
Consultation in Preparation for the Third Meeting of the
Adelboden Group” from 30 April - 20 May 2007 in three
languages (English, Spanish and French) . This was done in
collaboration with the FAO Sustainable Agriculture and Rural
Development in Mountain Regions (SARD-M) Project.
The e-consultation was divided into three sessions:
• Recommendations for actions for improved policies,
institutions and processes (PIPs) to achieve SARD-M
objectives - moderated by Dr. Peter Trutmann;
• Valorisation of mountain positive externalities through
policies and markets - co-moderated by Cécile Levret
and Gérard Viatte;
• Proposals for concrete follow-up activities, including
possible follow-ups for the SARD-M Project and the
Adelboden Group - moderated by Jeannette Gurung.
The e-consultation provided an important opportunity to
promote the results of the SARD-M activities and to develop
key policy messages and proposals for future activities at
all levels that were further discussed at the Third Meeting
of the Adelboden Group, held at FAO Headquarters in Rome
on 1-3 October 2007.
Virtual Innovation Marketplace workshop
The MFS and the Global Mountain Programme organized a
"Virtual Innovation Marketplace" workshop in Kathmandu
from 31 May - 1 June 2007 to explore how to address the
issue of information dissemination in mountainous regions.
Some 13 participants from GMP and Mountain Forum's
partner organizations attended the workshop.
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support for the “Who is Who in Sustainable Mountain
Development?” mapping exercise in collaboration with the
Mountain Partnership.
Mountain Forum input to Mountain Partnership
The MFS team went for a retreat to Godavari on August 2007
to discuss collaboration with the Mountain Partnership
Secretariat during the latter’s next phase 2008-09. The
draft concept document for the operations of the Mountain
Partnership Secretariat was also discussed. ICIMOD's
Director General, Dr. Andreas Schild and Dr. Madhav Karki,
Deputy Director General also participated.
Fundraising updates
The core operations of the MFS in 2007 were kindly supported
by SDC as part of the 3 year agreement 2005-2008.
In addition, MFS has made progress in fundraising during
2007. A basket fund of USD 19,500 was raised during the
past couple of years from services, including the e-
consultation in preparation for the 3rd meeting of the
Adelboden Group. In the frame of the MF collaboration
with the Mountain Partnership, the following agreements
have been signed:
• Mountain Forum collaboration with MPS (2008-09): A
USD 100,000 agreement was signed with SDC in early
December 2007. It will cover collaboration with the
Mountain Partnership Secretariat and its decentralized
hubs for the next two years.
• Who-is-Who mapping exercise: As per the
recommendation of the Mountain Forum Board in June
2007, a USD 24,000 agreement was finalized with the
Mountain Partnership Secretariat. The funds are
allocated to MFS and regional Nodes for conducting a
global assessment of mountain stakeholders which will
be completed by June 2008.
Mountain Partnership LoA extended
The second year of the Letter of Agreement (LoA) signed
between the Mountain Forum and the Mountain Partnership
in 2006 is being extended till 30 June, 2008. Except for
InfoAndina, MF regional Nodes will have more time to
complete their activities as per the LoA. The limited
capacity of MF regional Nodes, especially of the African
Mountain Forum and European Mountain Forum was the
main reason for the extension. With enhanced capacity,
Nodes should be able to achieve the results required in the
frame of collaboration with the Mountain Partnership.
Mountain Forum Open house - Nepal
MFS and Asia-Pacific Mountain Network (APMN)/ICIMOD jointly
organized an ‘Open House’ day for Mountain Forum members in
January 2007. In line with the theme of the International
Mountain Day in 2006 it focused on Biodiversity Conservation.
Guest speaker Dr. Nakul Chettri, ICIMOD’s Community
Biodiversity Specialist, spoke on transboundary partnerships on
biodiversity conservation. Dr. Siddartha Bajracharya, Member
Secretary of the National Trust for Nature Conservation (NTNC),
addressed the issue of community-based biodiversity
conservation in Annapurna Conservation Area.
More than 50 participants attended the event which allowed a
good opportunity get familiar with the Mountain Forum Andreas Schild at Virtual Innovation Marketplace Workshop 2007. Photo: MFS.
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Mountain Forum Online Library
Over 500 documents have been added to the Mountain
Forum Online Library (OLL) during the year 2007. Most of
these were contributed by Mountain Forum members but
some written by non-members were added with the
permission of authors and publishers. The ‘Theme of the
Month’ call for contributions has encouraged membersto
send in materials for the OLL. The Theme of the Month for
December was "Climate Change", chosen carefully to
coincide with the International Mountain Day 2007 theme.
A number of enhancements to the OLL are being identified
and discussed in order to make it more relevant, efficient
and easy to use.
MF publications
In 2007, the MFS brought out a number of publications:
• Mountain Forum Bulletin (January 2007) - “Managing
Mountain Biodiversity for Better Lives"
• Mountain Forum Bulletin (July 2007) - “Melting
Mountains”;
• Mountain Forum Annual Report 2006 was published
during the first quarter of 2007;
• The e-conference report on "Mountain to Mountain
Cooperation: Sustainable Use of Biodiversity including
Genetic resources in the Andes and the Himalaya" was
released at the end of February 2007.
The Bulletins were produced with inputs form a wide range
of members. It was made available on-line and sent out in
hardcopy format to over 1,000 Members, especially those
with poor internet access.
In addition MFS staff has produced the following articles
which highlighted the work of the Mountain Forum and were
published by other media:
• Sherchan, U. “Communities manage mountains best”,
Interview with James Gabriel Campbell, Director
General, ICIMOD, Nepali Times, Issue 336, 16 - 22
February 2007, URL: www.nepalitimes.com/issue/336/
Interview/13244
• Ponce, A. “Mountain Forum: A decade for Sharing”.
Mountain Research & Development Journal (MRD) Vol.
27/4, December 2007
• Sherchan, U. & Curi, C. "Key Mountain Forum Activities in
2006–2007", MRD, Volume 27 Number 2, May 2007, p. 179
Technical support to the African Mountain Forum
The MFS provided training to Mr. Moses Musigunzi, the
African Mountain Forum Node Manager to manage an e-
consultation, using the e-conference platform in June 2007.
AMF successfully organized an e-consultation on “A Global
Change Research Network for African Mountains” from 18
June -01 July 2007 in preparation for the Kampala Workshop
slated for 23-25 July 2007. The MFS provided technical
backup during the e-consultation.
Mountain Forum photo database platform completed
The internal Mountain Forum photo database platform was
completed. It will "house" searchable digital images
contributed by Mountain Forum members and partners on
themes such as infrastructure, technology, culture,
biodiversity, agriculture, forestry, tourism and employment,
with a mountain focus.
Andean grassland, Argentina. Photo: Agustina Barros.
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MFS participation in events
Ujol Sherchan attended the Knowledge Management for
Development (KM4Dev) Forum 2007 in ADB Headquarters in
Manila, Philippines from 8-9 February 2007.
Celine Curi participated in One World South Asia (OWSA)'s
Annual Regional Meeting (ARM) held in Dhulikhel, Nepal on
27 - 28 February 2007. The ARM provided a platform to
explore new opportunities provided by ICTs to amplify the
voice of the voiceless and link that voice to the Millennium
Development Goals.
Dr. Ana Maria Ponce, MF Executive Secretary, represented
the Mountain Forum at the Workshop on Sustainable
Development in Mountain Areas of Andean Countries in
Mendoza, Argentina from 26 November - 1 December 2007.
The workshop was organized by UN -OOSA in collaboration
with CONAR with around 150 participants from the Andes
and abroad. The Mountain Forum was highlighted by the
working groups as the main platform to facilitate follow-up
activity and interaction among the participants.
Ujol Sherchan attended the 4th International Conference
on Environmental Education, "Environmental Education
towards a Sustainable Future - Partners for the Decade of
Education of Sustainable Development" at the Centre for
Environmental Education in Ahmedabad, India, from
November 24 - 28, 2007 with 1,586 participants from 97
countries. Mr. Sherchan participated in the Working Group
Session on "Education towards Sustainability Concerns of
Natural Resources in Fragile Ecosystems" co-organised by
CEE Himalaya and ICIMOD.
Sani Karami, ICT Specialist, attended the Workshop on
Leading Networks: Facilitation, knowledge and Learning, at
the GK3 event in Kuala Lampur from 9 -10 December 2007.
The objective of the workshop was to share experiences,
identify and address common challenges. The Mountain
Forum case study on ‘Network challenges and lessons learnt
and the radio project experience’ was presented at the
workshop.
Staff changes
The year 2007 witnessed several staff changes, underlining
the dynamics of the MFS. The departure of Dr. Ana Maria in
2008 and Celine Curi and Prashant Sharma in August and
September 2007 respectively, marked the closure of an
important chapter in the annals of the MFS.
Dr. Ana Maria Ponce, the incumbent Executive Secretary of
the Mountain Forum, left MFS in February 2008. MFS will
remember her for her contributions, also serving as the
institutional memory of the Mountain Forum. She begun her
affiliation with the Mountain Forum as Coordinator of
InfoAndina (Latin American Mountain Forum) as early as
1997 and graduated to the position of Executive Secretary
of the Mountain Forum in March 2005.
Francis Neuman, a national of the Netherlands, was
appointed by the Mountain Forum Board as the next
Executive Secretary in November 2007. Mr. Neuman is a
senior information management and networking expert.
After graduating as a socio-economist, Mr. Neuman advised
Netherlands ministries, IFAD, EU and ADB on agricultural
information policies and programmes. For several years Mr.
Neuman has been involved in multi-stakeholder programs in
Africa and Asia, focusing on documenting and sharing
information for sustainable development and establishing
local information centres linked with capacity building.
Mr. Prashant Sharma, Deputy Executive Secretary and
Communications Manager, left the MFS in early September
2007 to pursue a PhD at the London School of Economics. At
the MFS, he worked actively with the MFS team and regional
networks to enhance Mountain Forum’s information systems
and services.
Ms. Celine Curi, Programme Development Officer, left the
MFS in August 2007. During her years at the MFS which she
joined in December 2003, she put in place a donor
database, developed projects, and helped with the Annual
Report and the Mountain Forum Bulletin.
Ms. Elizabeth Fox, Assistant Programme Officer, left the MFS
in August 2007. During her years at the MFS from October
2006 to August 2007, she helped build up the Mountain
Forum Online Library and brought out two issues of the
Morning wash. Photo: Marianne Heredge.
Mountain Forum Annual Report 2007 27
University, Thailand. Before joining the Mountain Forum, he
did an internship at UNEP, Bangkok. In addition to his time
with UNEP, he has had experience with NGOs and INGOs in
Nepal. He will be managing the Mountain Forum website
and handling membership-related issues and queries.
Personnel
Francis Neuman, Executive Secretary (incoming)
Ana Maria Ponce, Executive Secretary (outgoing)
Prashant Sharma, Deputy Executive Secretary and
Communications Manager
Celine Curi, Programme Development Officer
Sani Malam Karami, Information Technology Officer
Ujol Sherchan, Programme Officer, Information Services and
Content Development
Elizabeth Fox, Assistant Programme Officer (outgoing)
Marianne Heredge, Programme Officer/Librarian
Anju Rana, Administrative Assistant
Shreeza Rajbhandari, Prabin Gurung, Suman Jaiswal, Interns
Contact
Mountain Forum Secretariat
c/o ICIMOD, GPO Box 3226
Kathmandu, Nepal
Tel: +977-1-500 3222
Fax: +977-1-500 3277
Email: secretariat@mtnforum.org
Web: http://www.mtnforum.org
Mountain Forum Bulletin. In January 2007 and in July 2007
the MFS recalls her cheerful approach to work, sociability
and networking abilities.
Ms Marianne Heredge, a British-French national, joined the
MFS as Programme Officer in August 2007. Ms. Heredge has
a background in many areas including running libraries at
the University of Manchester; teaching; management
consulting both in the public and private sectors; and more
lately, financial regulatory work in the City of London. She
recently completed an MSc in Development Studies at
Birkbeck College, University of London, with specialisation
in sustainable mountain tourism development. She has been
living in Nepal since 2005 where she has been involved in
teaching and education in Kathmandu and some of the hill
areas in Nepal. Her primary responsibility is to maintain and
develop the Mountain Forum Online Library as well as
produce the Mountain Forum Bulletin and the Annual
Report.
Ms Shreeza Rajbhandari joined the MFS as an intern in
September 2007. She holds a Bachelors degree in Sociology
with honours from Chandigarh, India and a Masters degree
in Social Change and Development from University of
Wollongong, Australia. Her major academic research has
focused on globalisation and its impact, labour migration,
international economics and its impact on social changes,
trafficking and social impact assessment. She is moderating
the Mountain Forum discussion lists and also assists with
content management.
Mr Prabin Gurung joined the MFS as an intern in mid-
September 2007. Mr. Gurung holds a Bachelors degree in
Computer Science and Media Communications from Webster
Nepali Village. Photo: Agustina Barros.
Mountain Forum Budget Summary
Income Expenses In-kind Support
(USD) (USD) (USD)
MFS 266,725 320,241 9,500
AMF 33,370 - -
APMN 61,300 29,459 7,200
EMF 6,500 6,672 -
LAMF 113,604 - -
NAMF 54,732 58,732 4,000
Total 536,231 415,104 20,700
Asia Pacific Mountain Network
Income (USD)
Opening balance (carried forward from 2006) 20,300
SDC Interium fund 2007 11,000
SDC fund for 2008 30,000
Total 61,300
Expenses (USD)
Node manager 10,013
Administrative expenses 2,922
APMN Bulletin 5,179
Travel 4,484
Project Evaluation 3,508
Bank charges 35
Overhead 3,318
Total 29,459
Inkind support (USD)
ICIMOD (10% of coordinator's time) 7,200
Carry forward to 2008 31841*
* this will cover expenses in 2008
Africa Mountain Forum
Income (USD)
GMP (CIDA) 26,670
MF (MP-LOA) 6,700
Total cash revenues 33,370
Expenses (USD) *
* Record from ICRAF not yet available
Mountain Forum Secretariat
Income (USD)
SDC 200,000
FAO 66,725
Total Cash Revenues 266,725
In kind Support (USD)
ICIMOD 9,500
Total In-Kind Support 9,500
Expenses (USD)
Staff 174,006
Travel and Annual Meetings 18,159
Office Operation Cost 22,955
Publications 12,333
Mountain Partnership Activities 70,250
Consultant Fees 10,618
Overhead 11,920
Total 320,241
Carry over from 2006 56,279
Carry over to 2008 2,763
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Financial Reports
Ancient amazigh village of Ilhumet. Photo: Madghis Buzakhar and Mazigh Buzakhar.
Annapurna Region. Photo: Agustina Barros.
Latin American Mountain Forum
(Info Andina)
Income (USD)
SDC 69,404
ICIMOD – MPS 13,500
International Water Management Inst. 12,000
Agua Sustentable 8,000
ASOCAM 5,000
Cooperacion Alemana at Desarrollo -GTZ 3,000
The Global Environment Facility 1,700
The Lemelson Foundation 1,000
Total 113,604
Expenses (USD)
Human Resources 72,600
Capital 8,000
Activities 21,004
Overhead 12,000
Total 113,604
North American Mountain Forum
Income (USD)
Mountain Culture at The Banff Centre 29,723
Mountain Partnership Secretariat 15,483
Alberta Association of Colleges and
Technical Institutes 9,526
Total 54,732
In-kind Support (USD)
The Banff Centre 4,000
Total In-kind Support 4,000
Expenses (USD)
Staff salary and benefits 44,955
Travel 2,670
Telephone and computer 1,333
Design, photo reproduction, and printing 233
Contract web portal design 5,377
Mailing, shipping & bank fees 164
Office overhead (in kind) 4,000
Total 58,732
Income (USD)
Support from Mountain Forum 6,500
Total 6,500
Expenses (USD)
Staff* 4,800
Travel 1,872
Total 6,672
Carry over from 2006 1,198
Carry over to 2008** 1,026
* January to June staff expenses were contributed by MFS (USD 4,800)
** This will cover expenses in 2008
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European Mountain Forum
Equador. Photo: Elizabeth Fox.
Grazing Sheep. Photo: Martin Price.
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Statistics
Mountain Forum Individual Members
By Gender
Male: 2624
Female: 1105
By Region
Africa: 129
Asia-Pacific: 1285
Europe: 605
Latin America and Caribbean: 1141
North America: 566
Mountain Forum Organizational Members
Total Members: 421
Number of Countries: 67
Type of Organizations
Community Organization: 90
Donor Organization: 7
Government, INGO (International NGO): 65
Intergovernmental Organization: 11
Non-governmental Organization: 261
Private Sector/ Business: 45
University or research Institution: 57
By Region
Africa: 29
Asia-Pacific: 183
Europe: 87
Latin America and Caribbean: 78
North America: 44
By Gender By Region
Types of Organizations Members by Regions
Total Members: 3729
Number of Countries: 115
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Mountain Forum Webpages: Views/Visits
Month* Page Views Visits
June, 2007 290,657 87,621
July, 2007 609,727 145,245
August, 2007 627,824 121,584
September, 2007 796,016 108,087
October, 2007 568,076 101,071
November, 2007 591,096 104,510
December, 2007 599,299 118,921
Total(s) 4,082,695 787,039
Average(s) 583,242 112,434
* Statistics available only from June 2007
Rai Lady, Nepal. Photo: Marianne Heredge.
Overlooking the Bow River Valley from the HooDoo Trail in Banff, Alberta, Canada. Photo: MFS.
Supporting Institutions
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation
F
Host Institutions and Partners
African Highlands Initiative
Bellanet
Consorcio para el Desarrollo Sostenible de la Ecorregión Andina
European Mountain Forum
Fundacio Territori i Paisatge
International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development
International Potato Center
Mountain Research and Development
The Banff Centre
The Mountain Institute
World Agroforestry Centre
Alps Arèches Beaufort. Photo: Guillaume Prudent.
Mountain Forum Board of Directors
Chair
Dr. Andreas Schild, Director General, International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD)
Vice-Chair
Dr. Hugo Li Pun, Senior Advisor, International Potato Center (CIP), Peru
Members
Mr. Bob Davis, President and CEO, The Mountain Institute, USA
Dr. David Cox, Executive Director, The Banff Centre, Canada
Mr. Muhammad Ismail Khan, Elected Representative, Asia-Pacific, Mountain Research and Communication Consultant, Pakistan
Dr. Ulrich Lutz, Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation, Switzerland
Prof. Martin Price, Director, Centre for Mountain Studies, Perth College, UHI Millennium Institute, UK
Dr. Olivier Chave, Head, United Nations (Development) Division, Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC), Switzerland
Dr. Sonia Salas, Elected Representative, Latin American Region, President, Rural Agro-industries Network (REDAR)
Dr. Jeremias Mowo, Regional Co-ordinator, African Highlands Initiative, World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF), Uganda
Dr. Moses Duku, Elected Representative, Africa, Research Scientist, Institute of Industrial Research, (CSIR), Ghana
Observer
Dr. Thomas Hofer, Forestry Officer, Forestry Department, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), Italy
Dr. Harald Egerer, Head, Interim Secretariat of the Carpathian Convention, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), Vienna
Ex-Officio Secretary
Dr. Ana Maria Ponce, Mountain Forum Secretariat
Terrace Farming, Nepal. Photo: Agustina Barros.
Mountain Forum Secretariat
c/o ICIMOD, GPO Box 3226
Kathmandu, Nepal
Tel: +977-1-500 3222
Fax: +977-1-500 3277
Email: secretariat@mtnforum.org
Web: http://www.mtnforum.org
